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Chapter 9: Years of Legal War 
 

�µ�������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���Z�D�U���,���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���,���D�P���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D�V���P�D�Q�\���P�R�U�H�¶: these words were written by 

Isabella Glyn in the spring of 1877 following the latest round in her long-running battle through the courts with 

Eneas Dallas, and were accompanied by a cutting from a London newspaper concerning the current process.1 

Though only a few letters seem to have survived, the actress clearly continued to correspond with John 

Blackwood after her separation and divorce, and this embittered remark comes from her last extant message to 

the Edinburgh publisher. With reference in turn to relevant legal documents, court reports in the newspapers, 

and private correspondence or diaries, this chapter attempts not only to chart the stages in the disastrous 

collapse of the Dallas marriage but also to investigate the underlying causes.2 One potential factor that should 

perhaps be noted at the outset is that the marriage remained childless, or, to use the genealogical terminology 

of The History of the Family of Dallas referred to in Chapter 1, �µhad no issue�¶. However, no evidence survives 

regarding whether this was a matter of choice or not, or whether it had any relation to the domestic discord. We 

should also note that Dallas clearly had a reputation among his peers for casual philandering, so that 

rhymesters like Dane Gabriel Rossetti could not resist the temptation of his family name. In the spring of 1870, 

when rumours of his marital difficulties were rife, Rossetti sent to his publisher �W�K�H���M�L�Q�J�O�H�����µ�3�R�R�U���R�O�G���'�D�O�O�D�V�����_���$�O�O��

�D�O�R�Q�J���R�I���K�L�V���S�K�D�O�O�X�V�����_���0�X�V�W���K�H���F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���J�D�O�O�R�Z�V�"�¶�����W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���L�W���L�Q�W�R���D�Q���H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H���V�D�O�D�F�L�R�X�V���O�L�P�H�U�L�F�N���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W��

day.3 

*       *      *      *      * 

The official files relating to Glyn�¶s successful petition for divorce on the grounds of desertion and adultery 

entered the public domain only after the passage of a hundred years,4 although of course press coverage of the 

court proceedings would have been available as soon as the evening of the hearings. Both the Dallas marriage 

ceremonies�² in the Glasgow lodging house and at St. George�¶s, Hanover Square�² had taken place in advance 

of the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857, which from the following year removed divorce from the jurisdiction of 

the Church and made it a civil matter. Headed �µIn Her Majesty�¶s Court for Divorce and Matrimonial Causes: 

Court Minutes�¶, the papers concerning the case of Dallas v. Dallas record that the petition was filed on 4 

November 1873, the (provisional) Decree Nisi granted on 9 May 1874, followed by the (absolute) Final Decree 

on 24 November the same year. In brief, the court concluded that, although he had denied both causes, the 

respondent (Eneas Sweetland Dallas) had indeed: deserted the petitioner (Isabella Dallas) �µfor two years 

upwards without reasonable excuse�¶ from the autumn of 1867; and committed adultery on more than one 

occasion with an unidentified woman, in particular between 16 and 23 June 1873 at cheap lodgings in 76, 

Tachbrook Street, Pimlico.5 The costs were to be borne by the respondent.  However, the case was complicated 

by two factors. First, it was revealed that an earlier marriage had taken place between the two parties than that 

cited in the initial petition filed by Glyn. Although this issue took up some time in the courtroom, since it was 
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necessary to be quite clear on the union or unions subject to dissolution, it was eventually resolved without 

difficulty as both parties agreed to the validity of the earlier informal Scottish marriage. Second, that, a few 

weeks before the final decree was granted, the respondent had filed an affidavit requesting the return of 

personal property taken by the petitioner from his lodgings at 62, Stafford Place, Buckingham Palace Road in 

mid-February 1874; the property, including manuscripts, correspondence, and books, as well as articles of 

clothing and furniture, was obtained during Dallas�¶s absence by Glyn who had then paid the rent owing to the 

landlord.6 The brief press reports on the hearing in November 1874 regarding the petition to grant the Decree 

Absolute show that Dallas�¶s counsel then asked the Court �µto order the return of certain papers�¶ to his client, and 

that the judge agreed �µto hear the parties at Chambers�¶ before granting the decree.7 However, this issue 

remained unresolved, causing the �µlegal war�¶ to continue for several years in the form of Dallas v. Glyn, a suit 

filed in December 1874 whose eventual resolution in May 1877 was the subject of the press cutting that Glyn 

sent to Blackwood. To this we shall return in due course, though it is worth pointing out here that the 

correspondence confiscated by Glyn is more than likely to have included letters to Dallas from Wood and Steele.  

Since both petitioner and respondent were public figures, in spring 1874 there was widespread 

coverage of the divorce suit in the press. �µ�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���K�D�O�I���V�R���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W���P�D�V�V���R�I���P�D�Q�N�L�Q�G���D�V��

�«���D full-blown adultery made patent in court �«�¶, as Dallas himself had acknowledged in The Gay Science.8 

Even if we restrict our attention to the first-hand court reports in the major London daily papers, there are 

disparities between the summaries there of not only the oral evidence given by the petitioner (which may have 

been rather rambling), but also the opening statement by the counsel representing her (Dr Spinks, Q.C.). The 

hearing took place on the afternoon of Saturday, 9 May, under Judge-Ordinary Sir James Hannen, and on the 

following Monday morning detailed reports of at least half a column appeared in the Morning Post, Daily 

Telegraph, and The Times.9 The key point at issue related to the cause of desertion, and in particular why Dallas 

refused to live with Glyn at 6, Hanover Square on his return from Paris. The common ground between the three 

reports was that during 1867 Glyn had become extremely suspicious of Dallas�¶s relations with one or more 

women, and had discovered what she considered to be the draft of a compromising letter written by her 

husband, which was produced in court. She was recorded as claiming that Dallas would only resume 

cohabitation on the condition that she sign a document admitting that her suspicions were delusional, which she 

refused to do. In addition to differences of detail concerning the when and where, the three newspapers did not 

even quite agree on the who and what. In the Times and Telegraph Spinks was reported as referring generally 

to Glyn�¶s jealousy regarding her husband�¶s relations with, respectively, �µa lady�¶��and �µcertain ladies�¶, while the 

Post had the lawyer stating much more specifically that she believed that Dallas �µhad been living on terms of 

peculiar intimacy with two ladies in Paris�¶.  

Concerning Glyn�¶s own testimony it was recorded: that �µ[the] sketch of a letter which she had found, and 

which had been a cause of the dissension, was produced and handed to the learned Judge�¶ (The Times); and 
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that she held the document in question aloft in her hand, declaring �µThis paper is in his handwriting�¶ (Telegraph). 

However, in the Post the letter was simply mentioned as being �µperused�¶ by Hannen. Yet all these press 

accounts agreed in suggesting that the judge was convinced that Glyn�¶s suspicions �µwere not without some 

foundation, and therefore her refusal to comply with the condition her husband sought to impose was not 

unreasonable�¶, as The Times put it; this indeed was the main justification for finding the cause of desertion 

upheld. Further, all the reports implied clearly that the acts of adultery in Pimlico in the summer of 1873, which 

were attested in court by several witnesses but not contested by the counsel for the respondent, Mr. Searle, had 

no connexion with the events of 1867; indeed Glyn�¶s original petition referred specifically to �µadultery committed 

with some woman to your Petitioner unknown�¶ in the summer of 1873.10 Reading between the lines of the press 

coverage, it appears that Dallas himself was much more concerned to conceal the identity of the �µtwo ladies�¶ in 

question than to protect his own reputation. 

*       *      *      *      * 

Although no names are mentioned in either the legal documents or the newspaper coverage of what took place 

in the courtroom, as we shall soon see, there is ample evidence in a range of private papers that the �µtwo ladies�¶ 

on whom Glyn�¶s suspicions rested must have been Lady Emma Wood and her daughter Anna Steele, the 

former older than her husband by a quarter of a century and the latter fourteen years his junior. Born in Portugal 

the daughter of a British naval office, Emma Caroline Wood née Michell (1802-79), in 1820 had married John 

Page Wood, then a student at Cambridge, who later became a clergyman, owner of Rivenhall Place in Essex, 

and a baronet; together at Rivenhall they had ten children who lived to adulthood, including: Charles Page 

Wood (b. 1836), who worked Scrips Farm nearby at Kelvedon and became a magistrate there; Henry Evelyn 

Wood (b. 1838), an army officer who won the Victoria Cross during the Indian Mutiny; Anna Caroline Steele née 

Wood (b. 1841), who at the age of eighteen married a fellow officer of her brother�¶s only to abandon him almost 

immediately;11 and the youngest, Katherine O�¶Shea née Wood (b. 1846), best known for her long-standing affair 

with the Irish nationalist leader Charles Parnell. Together in 1865 under the pseudonyms �µ�+�H�O�H�Q���D�Q�G���*�D�E�U�L�H�O�O�H��

�&�D�U�U�¶, Emma Wood and Anna Steele published a collection of poems entitled Ephemera, with graphics by the 

mother who had experience as a water-colourist and book illustrator. This was reviewed knowingly by Dallas at 

the end of a long list of �µChristmas Books�¶ in The Times, where it was introduced as �µa charming little volume, 

the joint production of Lady Wood and her daughter, Mrs. Steele�¶ consisting �µof poems written by both these 

ladies, and illustrated by one of them�¶, and given considerably more than its fair share of the space.12 Following 

the death of the baronet in February 1866, both women, while still residing together at Rivenhall, embarked on 

careers as novelists, supported a good deal in the early stages by further sympathetic reviews from Dallas in 

The Times,13 who also seems to have provided Steele with the opportunity to write literary reviews for that 

newspaper, one of only a small handful of women to do so.14 By then Steele was involved in amateur theatricals, 

as a member of the Belhus Dramatic Corps based in Essex and relying heavily on the support of the Wood 
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family.15 Her three-act play �µUnder False Colours�¶  was performed widely in aid of the National Lifeboat 

Association, most notably at the St George�¶s Theatre, Langham Place, with Shirley Brooks and his wife, plus 

Trolllope and Dallas, among the celebrities in the audience.16  

In her edition of the correspondence of Emma Wood and Anna Steele, Minna Evangline Bradhurst, 

daughter of Charles Page Wood, offers a candid assessment of Dallas�¶s relationship to both her grandmother 

and aunt: �µ�/�D�G�\���:�R�R�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�L�P���R�Q�H���R�I���K�H�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���K�H���Z�D�V���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H�O�\���G�H�Y�R�W�H�G���W�R���$�Q�Q�D���6�W�H�H�O�H�����L�Q�G�H�H�G����

as she once put it, he wanted to bolt with her. His fervent letters, extending over a number of years, frequently 

complain of her coldness. Had she inclined towards him it could only have ended in tragedy, for she had never 

divorced Col. Steele �«�¶. Indeed, Dallas�¶s extant correspondence with Emma Wood typically reveals Dallas 

adopting the role of devoted son towards her and that of hopeless suitor towards her separated daughter. For 

the sake of clarity, it is important to state unambiguously here, that, based on the sum of available evidence, in 

my judgment it seems rather unlikely that Dallas ever had a sexual relationship with the daughter and 

inconceivable that he did so with the mother.17 (It is necessary to point out here that there is no evidence of 

Dallas keeping in touch with his own mother after he left Scotland in the mid-1850s. The 1861 Census shows 

her resident at the picturesque village of Duddingstone, near Edinburgh with her daughter, while her death 

certificate shows that she died of a hepatic tumour on 17 September 1870 in Kirknewton, a small settlement to 

the southwest of the city. Dallas was then at the beginning of his second stint as correspondent in Paris, 

although his younger brother William, then living with his wife at her mother�¶s home in Surrey, was present and 

reported the death.)18 

Where and how Emma Wood and Eneas Dallas first met remains uncertain�² perhaps through an 

introduction by Bulwer Lytton or John Ruskin who knew both well�² but there is no doubt about when, just a few 

weeks before the death of the baronet. In late January 1867, writing on Garrick Club notepaper, Dallas 

confessed to �µMy dear Lady Wood�¶ that it was �µa very great brightness in my life to have known you and 

obtained your friendship�¶: �µThis is not a letter�² but only a superstition�² as tomorrow is the 27th January, the day 

I first came to know you, and I cannot help sending you on its anniversary one little line of greeting, to say that it 

shall always be a red letter day in my calendar �«�¶. 19 This is one of the more than three thousand letters 

reportedly written to Wood by Dallas. The calculation is Dallas�¶s own, in a letter dated simply �µTuesday�¶ but 

which logically must have been written towards the end of July 1877: �µWe have known each other now exactly 

11½ years. Suppose I cut off from that 3 years of silence,20 which is too much, but I want to be within the mark. 

That leaves 8½ years or 3100 days in which we have written to each other every day, setting the days on which 

we have written twice against those on which we have not written at all�¶.21 Such human arithmetic indicates a 

peculiar form of devotion, so that it is not surprising to read Dallas�¶s conclusion that it would be impossible for a 

man to engage in such frequent correspondence �µwithout a very deep well being sunk in his heart�¶. Although 

most of these letters seem to have survived the Second World War, due to the house fire in Henley in the 1950s, 
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all that remains now are the fewer than fifty fragments previously transcribed and printed. Most, like the 3100th, 

are found among the correspondence relating to the Scottish journalist preserved in Bradhurst�¶s A Century of 

Letters,22 where the bulk are messages to Dallas from Wood. The rest, like the first anniversary greeting, are 

those recorded in the doctoral thesis of Francis X. Roellinger who was able to study the hand-written 

correspondence before World War II. Despite the apparent candour of her introduction of Dallas, compared to 

Roellinger�¶s, the character of Bradhurst�¶s more ample selection of letters suggests that, as a descendant of the 

Wood family, she consciously steered clear of controversial material.  

Among the surviving correspondence between Lady Wood and Dallas there is only a single reference to 

Isabella Glyn. In the summer of 1872, the journalist seems to have sent Wood a copy of his wife�¶s appeal in the 

public press for donations after visiting the Battersea dog shelter, in which she wrote in an intensely personal 

vein: �µThese poor lost dogs suffer terribly. I cannot sleep for the memory of sights I saw, and the sounds I heard. 

I went to the Home hoping to find an old friend of mine�² my dog Chowler. He alas! has not had the good luck to 

be taken there.�¶23 In her private response, addressing Dallas as �µMy dear Child�¶, Wood provided a good deal of 

insight into the complexity of her emotions regarding the woman by whom she was so roundly detested: 

I never felt such real regard for your wife, such a full forgiveness of all her falsehoods uttered of mine and me, as when I read 

that letter, which you enclose. It is terrible, and makes me ready to tear my hair to think that I can do nothing; �D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���¿�Y�H��

�S�R�X�Q�G�V���D���\�H�D�U���,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���K�D�V���V�H�H�P�L�Q�J�O�\���R�Q�O�\���V�H�U�Y�H�G���W�R���W�R�U�W�X�U�H���W�K�H���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���,���Z�L�V�K�H�G���W�R���E�H�Q�H�¿�W. And oh! that poor dear 

�G�R�J�����«���,���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�R�U�J�R�W�W�H�Q���K�R�Z he waited with his dear nose at the door of the library watching for you.24  

 

Fig. 9.1. Rivenhall Place, Family Home of Emma Wood and Anna Steele 

Reproduced from a Plate in Bradhurst, A Century of Letters, facing p. 2225 
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Ironically, great affection for their dogs seems to have been the one thing in common between Dallas�¶s wife and 

the women at Rivenhall Place; Bradhurst offers a lengthy account of the many pets looked after by mother and 

daughter, who �µ�« kept sixty dogs outside the house in numerous little brick houses, each of which had a stove 

attached, always lit on winter nights, and a long wire-netting day-run in front. With such a large and increasing 

canine family it became diff�L�F�X�O�W���W�R���¿�Q�G���D�S�S�Uopriate names. The outdoor dogs were named in pairs, Moses and 

Aaron, Peter and Paul, Adam and Ev�H�����&�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���$�E�H�O���¶26 And we should not forget that Dallas�¶s warmest 

expressions of personal affection, the most intimate overflowings of his �µHidden Soul�¶, tended to be reserved for 

pet dogs, whether his earliest recorded childhood memory of singing a hymn while burying the puppy Joseph in 

the orchard of the manse at Tain, or his only published poetic work, appearing roughly a year after the 

separation, mourning the passing of the young deerhound Cid: �µ�6�H�H�L�Q�J���P�\���K�D�W���R�Q�² �¶�W�Z�D�V���K�L�V���I�D�V�K�L�R�Q | To leap 

for joy�² and so he joyed | That evening when he leapt and died; | Out went he�² o�X�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Y�R�L�G���¶ There, indeed, 

through verses addressed at both beginning and end to the puppy in the second person, and generally 

articulated in the first person singular of the poet, in the final stanza there occurs the sole instance of the first 

person plural, where the dog is imagined in Elysium still experiencing pangs of grief on account of �µmissing 

us�¶.27  Perhaps this is as close as Dallas came to bidding a fond farewell to the woman with whom he shared so 

many years of his life.28 

Be that as it may, to return to more mundane matters, Wood�¶s memories of her own brief encounter 

with the lost Chowler, obviously dating from the period before the separation, suggest that she must have 

visited the Dallases at least once en famille at 6, Hanover Square. Further, Roellinger cites an early letter from 

Dallas showing that Wood must have proposed that Glyn visit her family home in Essex on at least one 

occasion.29 And, of course, we cannot be certain either precisely from when or how often Dallas himself was 

invited to spend the weekend at Rivenhall Place, but from the letters preserved in Bradhurst�¶s book we can infer 

that this must have occurred more than occasionally. 

Only a handful of messages between Dallas and Steele seem to have survived. The earliest complete 

letter from him to her must date from late autumn 1871, not long after he had returned from his second stint in 

Paris as correspondent, since it concludes with a paragraph referring to the likely recovery of the Prince of 

Wales from his bout of typhoid fever in the November. There, Dallas�¶s salutation and valediction both include the 

phrase �µmy dear�¶, while he addresses her within the letter itself as �µoh fair glutton�¶ because of her �µhearty 

appetite�¶ for the �µrehashed�¶ poetry of the Poet Laureate�¶.30  The only entire letter from Steele to Dallas dates 

from spring 1878, less than a year before his death. There writing �µon my knees in Mamma�¶s bedroom�¶ at 

Rivenhall Place, she addresses him pertly as �µMy dear thing�¶, thanks him for sending a few stray instalments of 

Ruskin�¶s Fors Clavigera for binding, and signs the letter �µNan�¶, followed by the postscript �µWould you like some 

blackcurrant jam, or do you despise it?�¶31 The jocular tone of both of these messages seems to suggest a 

relationship based on warm affection rather than grand passion.  
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There is, of course, no way of ascertaining which particular letter in draft form it was that Isabella Glyn 

displayed in the courtroom during the divorce suit and handed to the judge to peruse, and whether it was 

addressed to the mother or the daughter. All the same this must have dated from no later than the first few 

months of 1867. Roellinger cites a letter to Emma Wood written from Hanover Square towards the end of 

January that year, where initially Dallas grumbles about being kept waiting for over half an hour at the Garrick 

Club by �µQueen Mab�¶ (his pet name for her daughter), leading him to doubt whether �µI shall ever feel very 

confident as to her keeping a tryst�¶. In the next paragraph, he complains to the mother: �µI have not seen you for 

ages. Invite me from a Saturday to a Monday before I go off. I wish I could carry you off to Paris with me for the 

three months during which I shall remain there.�¶32 If this were indeed the letter in question it would be quite 

understandable that it should both acutely arouse the wife�¶s suspicions and lead the learned judge to conclude 

that the husband was guilty of emotional if not physical infidelity.  

*       *      *      *      * 

Well before the press publicity surrounding the divorce case of spring 1874, for those prepared to read between 

the lines, public attention to Miss Glyn in the newspapers offered hints that all was not well in the Dallas 

household. By the mid-1860s the professional career of Mrs Dallas seemed to be receding into the background, 

with several papers referring to her �µretirement�¶ from the theatre.33 But as soon as the journalist headed off to 

Paris for his first stint as Special Correspondent, she reappeared on the London stage starring in 

�6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H�¶�V��Anthony and Cleopatra �D�W���W�K�H���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V�¶�V���7�K�H�D�W�U�H from mid-May 1867, and the following spring 

had a season at the Standard Theatre playing, among other roles, Hermione in �$���:�L�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���7�D�O�H.  In between, 

regular advertisements began to appear offering �O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���D�W���+�D�Q�R�Y�H�U���6�T�X�D�U�H���L�Q���µ�5�H�D�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�O�R�F�X�W�L�R�Q�¶���W�R��

�µ�6�W�D�W�H�V�P�H�Q�����&�O�H�U�J�\�P�H�Q�����D�Q�G���%�D�U�U�L�V�W�H�U�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���W�R���/�D�G�L�H�V�¶��34 However, she experienced a major setback 

early in September 1868 when a serious fire there forced her to decamp temporarily to the nearby Brunswick 

Hotel. Revealing that the couple were no longer living together, the report the following evening in the Pall Mall 

Gazette read: �µLast night flames in immense bodies suddenly shot forth from the windows of Miss Gl�\�Q�¶�V��

apartments, about eight in �Q�X�P�E�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H �S�H�Q�H�W�U�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���U�R�R�I�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���À�D�P�H�V���W�K�H�Q���U�R�V�H��

�W�R���D���I�H�D�U�I�X�O���K�H�L�J�K�W�����0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q�¶�V property, including her valuable wardrobe, was destroyed, and the remainder of 

the building was severely damaged by the water from three or four steam-�H�Q�J�L�Q�H�V�����7�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�H���L�V��

�X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q�����0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q���Z�D�V���X�Q�L�Q�V�X�U�H�G���¶35  

And around two year later, at almost exactly the same time that Dallas crossed the Channel to cover 

the Franco-Prussian War, his wife traversed the Atlantic on a theatrical tour that proved even longer than his 

stint in Paris. Extending for nearly two years from the summer of 1870 to the spring of 1872 this was announced 

as taking in both the United States and the Australian colonies. The actress left for New York on board the 

�µRussia�¶ on 27 August 1870,36 and seems to have embarked for the return journey from the same city on 23 

March 1872.37 In between there were many newspaper advertisements and reports concerning readings and 
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performances on the east coast from New York to Boston. But, although the Australian press suggested that 

she was scheduled to arrive in Melbourne via San Francisco around September 1871,38 there is in fact no 

evidence that she made it to either city. Soon after her return she embarked on a series of Shakespearean 

Readings (including The Merchant of Venice and Romeo and Juliet), first at the London Institution, Finsbury 

Circus and then closer to home at the Hanover Square Rooms.  

*       *      *      *      * 

Since the Dallases were in close social contact with the journalist Shirley Brooks and his wife Emily from the 

mid-1860s, Brooks�¶s personal diaries offer a private window on Isabella Glyn�¶s increasingly disturbed state of 

mind regarding her husband�¶s relationship with Wood and Steele. The diary for 1864 already shows Brooks and 

Dallas dining together at the Garrick before being brought into closer intimacy by the premature death in the 

autumn of their mutual friend at Punch, the artist John Leech. By the following year, there are entries showing 

the two couples dining together (28 February), and Isabella calling on Emily to share �µher frantic efforts against 

�S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���L�O�O���W�U�H�D�W���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�¶ (30 August). Early in 1867 we see the first signs of Glyn�¶s anxieties, when along 

with a �µhandsome red shawl�¶ Emily received from her some �µcurious revelations about Eneas, singularly 

�L�Q�G�L�V�F�U�H�H�W�¶ (28 February). In the June, after the Brooks family had all attended the Princess�¶s Theatre to see 

Glyn play Cleopatra, Shirley himself was summoned by the actress and told �µ�D���O�R�Q�J���	���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���V�W�R�U�\���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��

�W�K�H���Q�D�P�H�V���R�I���« �6�W�H�H�O�����:�R�R�G�����	���(�Q�H�D�V���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���Z�H�U�H���X�V�H�G���X�Q�W�L�O���R�Q�H�¶�V���K�H�D�G���W�X�U�Q�H�G�¶ (10 June). As shown in the 

previous chapter, Brooks and his wife visited Dallas in Paris at the end of his stay, spending a couple of 

evenings with him at the Hotel Meurice discussing the marital discord, and travelling back to London together 

with him. For several weeks from early November until Christmas, with Dallas �µstill furious�¶ and staying at the 

Bedford Hotel or the Garrick rather than Hanover Square, there was a flurry of diary comments as Brooks 

played the role of go-between in the �µconjugal row�¶ (Thursday 7 November). On Tuesday the 12th, the relevant 

portions of Brooks�¶s entry read: �µ�«���0�U�V�����'�D�O�O�D�V���F�D�P�H�² �V�D�\�V���W�K�H���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q�����«���7�R���%�H�G�I�R�U�G�����'�D�O�O�D�V��

asked me to come & speak�² told him, of course, of her visit. He says I make no impression on her at the time, 

but that what I say sinks in, & does good. She sent for him, to the hotel, at 4 this morning, after that another row, 

�	���W�K�H�Q���V�K�H���V�H�Q�W���W�R���D�V�N���K�L�P���W�R���G�L�Q�Q�H�U�����	���K�H���Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J���¶ On Sunday 1st December, it seemed that a reconciliation 

was in sight, though Brooks remarked, �µ�,���D�P���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�\���J�O�D�G�����E�X�W���L�W���P�X�V�W���E�H���K�D�U�G���Z�R�U�N���W�R���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U�¶. Then, on 

consecutive days (Monday, Tuesday, 2nd and 3rd), Brooks received messages from Glyn: �µ�0�U�V�����'�D�O�O�D�V���Z�U�L�W�H�V��

�W�K�D�W���D�O�O���L�V���P�D�G�H���X�S�����'�L�G���Q�R�W���P�X�F�K���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�W�����E�X�W���Z�U�R�W�H���K�H�U���D���I�H�Z���Z�R�U�G�V���D�G�Y�L�V�L�Q�J���D���G�R�V�H���R�I���³�/�H�W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�´�¶, then, 

�µ�0�U�V�����'�D�O�O�D�V���Z�U�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�Z�H���S�D�U�W���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���´���'�R�Q�¶�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W�����H�L�W�K�H�U���¶ Before the end of the year, however, the 

flurry had subsided, as the separation dragged on and Dallas began to get to work in his new post as editor of 

Once a Week, pressing Brooks among others for copy. Thereafter the sporadic references in the diary are 

mainly to Dallas�¶s financial troubles, and Glyn disappears from sight.  
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Fig. 9.2. Scene from Miss Glyn�¶s Return to the Stage as Cleopatra at the �3�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V�¶�V Theatre39 
From Illustrated London News (8 June 1867), p. 569 

What might be the final reference to the actress in the Brooks diaries is found in an entry during summer 1870, 

just a few days after Dickens�¶s death, when Glyn seems to have gone to Camden Town to call on his deserted wife, 

Catherine, to express her sympathies.40 Brooks�¶s description of the incident suggests that Glyn�¶s mental stability might 

have been affected in the long term by her own marital discord: �µ�« Mrs Dickens was recovering calmness, when at ¼ to 

11 at night came that blatant mad-�Z�R�P�D�Q���0�U�V�����'�D�O�O�D�V�����L�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���V�H�H�L�Q�J���K�H�U�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����D�I�W�H�U���K�D�O�I���D�Q���K�R�X�U�¶�V���S�D�U�O�H�\�����V�K�H��

�Z�D�V���U�H�S�X�O�V�H�G�����D�Q�G���«���Z�U�R�W�H���0�U�V���'[ickens]�����D���O�H�W�W�H�U�����I�X�O�O���R�I���Z�L�O�G�Q�H�V�V�����7�K�L�V���Z�D�V�����X�Q�Z�L�V�H�O�\�����G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���¶ (12 June). This may 

help to explain why Glyn held on to some of the possessions of her former husband taken from Stafford Place shortly 

before the divorce hearing until long after the decree had been made absolute, thus ensuring that their �µlegal war�¶ would 

continue for several years.41  

We should also note that, a few months before Dallas�¶s suit against Glyn for the return of his property reached 

the courts in the summer of 1876, there was an unrelated public scandal in the press, initially in the columns of the 

Athenaeum but eventually reported as far afield as Australia,42 where Glyn�¶s intemperate interventions gave the general 

impression that her judgment was no longer to be trusted. The incident concerned a September 1873 production of 

Anthony and Cleopatra at Drury Lane Theatre directed by Andrew Halliday and starring the young actress Ellen Wallis (b. 

1856), and began with a short letter from Glyn published in the Athenaeum at the beginning of 1876. There, writing from 

31 Hyde Park Place without mentioning either actress or director, Glyn attacked the production as featuring only a �µlittle of 

the text�¶ of Shakespeare�¶s play and instead relying upon �µtheatrical displays �« too vulgar for the vulgarest pantomime�¶; 

she concluded extravagantly, �µI would not have performed Cleopatra in that production for one thousand pounds a 

minute�¶.43  In due course Wallis and Halliday both responded; among other things, the young actress pointed out that she 

had in fact delivered 504 of the 620 lines given to Cleopatra by the playwright,44 while the director noted that, in full 

knowledge that there would be some abridgement, Glyn had actually applied for the part but been rejected.45 Glyn wrote 
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two further letters of increasing length and bitterness,46 while in between Wallis offered the honest opinion that �µCleopatra 

being apparently a favourite role with Miss Glyn, she probably felt very disappointed at not being selected to appear in it: 

hence arises so much spleen�¶.47 Perhaps also the tragedienne might have been animated by some lingering resentment 

at her husband�¶s betrayal of her Shakespearean ideals in his defence of burlesque theatre in Blackwood�¶s Edinburgh 

Magazine twenty years earlier.48 

*       *      *      *      * 

There were two main court hearings of the case of Dallas v. Glyn, held in the Chancery Division of the High Court before 

the Vice-Chancellor Sir Richard Malins on 28 June 1876 and 26 April 1877, respectively. Here there was no significant 

disparity among the reports in the main London dailies, so we can rely principally on the rather more detailed coverage in 

The Times. At the earlier hearing the key points at issue were: that Glyn had been served with an order from Malins on 30 

May 1876 that she submit a list of the documents still in her possession within fourteen days and deposit them in the court 

within a further seven, but that she ignored the order; and that on 19 June Dallas had initiated without notice the legal 

process (the issuing of a �µwrit of attachment�¶) to hold Glyn in contempt of Court, whereupon she had immediately been 

incarcerated in Holloway Gaol.49 As The Times explained in considerable detail, the case raised important questions 

regarding �µthe liberty of the subject�¶ which the Judicature Acts of 1875 had been intended to resolve, and there was 

considerable doubt whether the law had been correctly applied here. The Vice-Chancellor thus concluded that, although 

the respondent was in the wrong in ignoring the order, �µthe writ of attachment, having been issued in this case without 

notice, must be discharged�¶. Thus Glyn was released from Holloway the following day, 29 June. In the brief hearing the 

following spring, it was revealed that �µthe action was now compromised on terms which were most satisfactory to the 

parties interested�¶, who both unreservedly withdrew any �µimputations�¶ and wished that �µthe same publicity should be given 

to the present arrangement as had been afforded to the earlier stages of the case�¶. 50 In his concluding remarks, the Vice-

Chancellor stated that he �µregretted that she should have been committed to prison at all�¶, since there had been �µample 

and sufficient reason to justify her�¶ in not handing over the documents. All the same, there was to be no happy ending. 

At this point we must return to Isabella Glyn�¶s bitter comment in her letter to John Blackwood regarding the �µ������

�\�H�D�U�V���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���Z�D�U�¶. While Glyn also mentioned there the article in The Times, the newspaper cutting attached was the 

equivalent report from the Morning Post of the previous day which concluded roundly with the Vice-Chancellor�¶s 

observation that �µthere was not the slightest imputation of any kind as to the character of Miss Glyn�¶.51 While it is easy to 

understand the satisfaction that this public exoneration must have given to the actress after her ten-day ordeal in 

Holloway, the reasons offered for believing that the period of conflict would continue for �µas many more�¶ years seem much 

more difficult to fathom, perhaps even bordering on the paranoid: �µ�,���E�H�J�L�Q���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���/�D�G�\���:�R�R�G���D�Q�G���0�U�V�����6�W�H�H�O�H���I�R�U��

that imprisonment�² it is patent that Mr. Dallas was their agent in that base act. I mean after they are settled to bring 

�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���R�I���W�K�D�W���/�D�G�\���:�R�R�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���I�R�U���F�R�Q�V�S�L�U�D�F�\���³�W�R���F�U�X�V�K�´���P�H���¶ Of course, Glyn did nothing of the kind�²

if only because no counsel would have supported such outlandish legal steps�² but the intense spirit of vindictiveness 

underlying the threats demonstrates how deeply she was scarred by what she continued to see as Dallas�¶s acts of 

betrayal with the two women. 
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Chapter 9: Years of Legal War: Notes 
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28 Although it should also be noted that the poem echoes sentiments in the Life of Charlotte Brontë (2 vols; London: Smith, Elder, 
1857), I pp. 308-11, where Elizabeth Gaskell describes �K�R�Z���W�K�H���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���K�H�U�R�L�Q�H�¶�V���G�R�J���µ�7�D�U�W�D�U�¶���L�Q��Shirley was modelled on the real 
�(�P�L�O�\���%�U�R�Q�W�s�¶�V���U�R�X�J�K���W�D�Z�Q�\���E�X�O�O�G�R�J���µ�.�H�H�S�H�U�¶. 
29 �6�H�H���(���6�����'�D�O�O�D�V���W�R���(�P�P�D���:�R�R�G�����7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���>�������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����������@�����F�L�W�H�G���L�Q���5�R�H�O�O�L�Q�J�H�U�����µ�(���6�����'�D�O�O�D�V�����$���6�W�X�G�\���L�Q���9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�Q���&�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P����p. 36, 
�Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���U�D�L�V�H�V���W�K�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����µ�0�U�V�����'�D�O�O�D�V���Z�L�O�O���V�F�D�U�F�H�O�\���E�H���I�L�W���I�R�U���D���������P�L�O�H���G�U�L�Y�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�����6�K�H���L�V���Q�R�W���D�E�Oe to pay any 
�Y�L�V�L�W�V���D�W���D�O�O���M�X�V�W���Q�R�Z���V�R���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���X�V�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�L�Q�J���K�H�U�����V�D�Y�H���D�V���D���P�D�W�W�H�U���R�I���I�R�U�P���¶ 
30 E.S. Dallas to A.C. Steele, Friday [November 1871], cited in Bradhurst, A Century of Letters, pp. 188�±89. 
31 A.C. Steele to E.S. Dallas, 25 March 1878, cited in Bradhurst, A Century of Letters�����S���������������7�K�H���H�Q�W�U�\���I�R�U���µ�-�D�P�¶���L�Q���'�D�O�O�D�V�¶�V��Book of 
the Table �F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���R�I���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���Z�D�\���R�I���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���E�\���µsmashing the fruit and jamming it together�¶���L�Q�W�R���D���V�R�O�L�G���P�D�V�V�����S���������������� 
32 �(���6�����'�D�O�O�D�V���W�R���(�P�P�D���:�R�R�G�����7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���>�������-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����������@�����F�L�W�H�G���L�Q���5�R�H�O�O�L�Q�J�H�U�����µ�(���6�����'�D�O�O�D�V�����$���6�W�X�G�\���L�Q���9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�Q���&�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�P�¶, p. 36. 
33 �6�H�H�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����µ�0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q�¶�V���5�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�¶����Era �������0�D�U�F�K�����������������S�������E�����Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���L�V���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���*�O�\�Q���P�L�J�K�W���µ�R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���H�P�H�U�J�H��
from her retirement and exchange the position of Shakespearian reader for the more dignified and useful one of Shakespearian 
�D�F�W�U�H�V�V�¶�� 
34 See advertisements �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���µ�0�U�V�����(���6�����'�D�O�O�D�V�����0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q�����D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�V���«�¶����in the Saturday Review, e.g. 29 August 1868, p. 309b. 
35 �6�H�H���µ�6�X�P�P�D�U�\���R�I���7�K�L�V���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�¶�V���1�H�Z�V�¶����Pall Mall Gazette (4 September 1868), p. 5b. 
36 �6�H�H���µ�0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q�¶����The Times ���������$�X�J�X�V�W�����������������S�������G�����µ�2�X�U���P�R�V�W���H�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���³�U�H�D�G�H�U�V�´���D�U�H���D�O�O���G�H�S�D�U�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���T�X�L�F�N���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����2�Q���W�K�H�������W�K��
inst. Miss Glyn (Mrs. E.S. Dallas) will depart in the Russia for New York, thus commencing a tour which will probably comprise the 
�S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���W�R�Z�Q�V���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���¶ 
37 �6�H�H���µ�0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q�¶����Daily News (23 March 1872), p. 5e, where it was announced: �µThis lady sails from America to England to-day, with 
�W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�S�S�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���V�W�D�J�H�����D�Q�G���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V���«�¶�� 
38 �6�H�H�����µ�2�X�U���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�H�W�W�H�U�¶�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�D�W�H�O�L�Q�H���µ�6�D�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�������������������¶�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���F�R�O�R�Q�L�D�O���S�D�S�H�Us 
including the (Adelaide) Express and Telegraph ���������)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�����������������S�������H�����Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���Z�D�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�����µ�0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q�����W�K�H���W�U�D�J�H�G�L�H�Q�Q�H�����Z�K�R��
does not know her Lady Macbeth?) is giving readings in New York to unappreciative audiences. She is coming here en route, it is said, 
�I�R�U���0�H�O�E�R�X�U�Q�H���¶�����D�Q�G�����$�X�W�R�O�\�F�X�V�����
�7�K�H���'�U�D�P�D�
�������0�H�O�E�R�X�U�Q�H����Leader (25 March 1871), p. 18d, where a report on her performance in the 
�8�6�$���Z�D�V���S�U�H�I�D�F�H���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����µ�0�L�V�V���*�O�\�Q���L�V���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D���V�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����$�V���V�K�H���L�V���G�X�H���K�H�U�H���L�Q���D�E�R�X�W���V�L�[���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����W�K�H���I�Rllowing 
�Q�R�W�L�F�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�D�G���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���«�¶�� 
39 �)�U�R�P���$�F�W���,�,�,���6�F�H�Q�H���[�L�L�L�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���M�H�D�O�R�X�V���$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���R�U�G�H�U�V���&�D�H�V�D�U�¶�V���P�H�V�V�H�Q�J�H�U���7�K�\�U�H�X�V���W�R���E�H���Z�K�L�S�S�H�G���I�R�U���N�L�V�V�L�Q�J���&�O�H�R�S�D�W�U�D�¶�V���K�Dnd. 
40 �7�K�H���3�L�O�J�U�L�P���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���'�L�F�N�H�Q�V�¶�V���O�H�W�W�H�U�V���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���*�O�\�Q���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���K�L�P���R�Q���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�V���D�I�W�H�U���K�H�U���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���'�D�O�Oas. See 
the brief and perhaps increasingly exasperated replies to her of 11 May 1868, 23 January 1869, 24 May 1869, 17 October 1869, [12?] 
January 1870, and 2 May 1870 (House, ed., XII, pp. 104, 280, 358, 422, 464, and 517). 
41 The dated entries in the above two paragraphs all refer to the manuscript diaries of Shirley Brooks. 
42 �6�H�H�����H���J�������µ�7�K�H���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���/�H�W�W�H�U�V�����/�R�Q�G�R�Q�¶�������0�H�O�E�R�X�U�Q�H����Age ���������$�S�U�L�O�����������������S�����������Z�K�L�F�K���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W���D�V���D���µ�V�S�L�W�H�I�X�O��
�T�X�D�U�U�H�O�¶�� 
43 �6�H�H���,�V�D�E�H�O���*�O�\�Q�����µ�6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H���D�W���'�U�X�U�\���/�D�Q�H�¶����The Athenaeum (1 January 1876), p. 30.  
44 �6�H�H���(�O�O�H�Q���:�D�O�O�L�V�����µ�6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H���D�W���'�U�X�U�\���/�D�Q�H�¶����The Athenaeum (15 January 1876), p. 100. 
45 �6�H�H���$�Q�G�U�H�Z���+�D�O�O�L�G�D�\�����µ�6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H���D�W���'�U�X�U�\���/�D�Q�H�¶����The Athenaeum (22 January 1876), pp. 137�±38. 
46 �6�H�H���,�V�D�E�H�O���*�O�\�Q�����µ�6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H���D�W���'�U�X�U�\���/�D�Q�H�¶����The Athenaeum (29 January 1876), p. 172, and (26 February 1876), p. 307�±8. 
47 �6�H�H���(�O�O�H�Q���:�D�O�O�L�V�����µ�6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H���D�W���'�U�X�U�\���/�D�Q�H�¶����The Athenaeum (12 February 1876), p. 241. 
48 See the end of Chapter V. 
49 �6�H�H���µ�+�L�J�K���&�R�X�U�W���R�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H�����&�K�D�Q�F�H�U�\���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����������-�X�Q�H�����'�D�O�O�D�V���Y�����*�O�\�Q�¶����The Times (29 June 1876), p. 13a�±b. 
50 �6�H�H���µ�+�L�J�K���&�R�X�U�W���R�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H�����&�K�D�Q�F�H�U�\���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����������$�S�U�L�O�����'�D�O�O�D�V���Y�����*�O�\�Q�¶����The Times (28 April 1877), p. 13b. 
51 �6�H�H���µ�+�L�J�K���&�R�X�U�W���R�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H�����&�K�D�Q�F�H�U�\���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����'�D�O�O�D�V���Y�����*�O�\�Q�¶����Morning Post (27 April 1877), p. 7d. 
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Chapter 10: Soho Economies 
 

For Dallas, the ten years or so following his separation from Isabella Glyn witnessed not only the traumatic 

emotional battles detailed in the previous chapter, but also a steep socio-economic decline. From Hanover 

Square to Soho Square was only about a mile or so on foot, but, as indicated starkly by Charles Booth�¶s 

colour-coded sociological map of London drawn a quarter of a century later,1 this meant several dangerous 

steps towards of the abyss of poverty. This chapter not only charts the main milestones and landmarks in the 

course of that descent, but also reveals the compensations Dallas discovered in the form of the culinary 

delights located within �µthe filthiest, most crowded, and most slovenly district in London�¶, which a couple of 

generations of poor continental European immigrants had chosen to make their home.2 This was the terra 

incognita into which he had first ventured via an article appearing in Once a Week entitled �µ�6�R�K�R���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�¶. 

The long-term outcome of this exploration was Kettner�¶s Book of the Table (London: Dulau, Soho Square, 

1877), the only volume completed by the journalist after The Gay Science, a work that Derek Hudson has 

rightly characterised in his modern edition as �µno ordinary �³manual of cookery� ́but a highly individual, spirited, 

amusing and scholarly encyclopaedia of gastronomy�¶.3 

*       *      *      *      * 

Although there are suggestions in the court reports and in Brooks�¶s diaries that he might have stayed the 

occasional night, it seems clear that Dallas was never resident at 6, Hanover Square after his return from Paris 

late in 1867. There are certainly no extant letters addressed from there after that spring. What few items of his 

correspondence have survived from the late 1860s are all written on headed notepaper from the Office of Once 

a Week or the Garrick Club, though he had left the former by the summer of 1869 and resigned from the latter, 

probably for financial reasons, in the spring of 1870. As transcribed by Bradhurst or Roellinger, none of the 

letters to Wood and Steele dating from the 1870s have address lines, so there is little documentary evidence of 

where precisely Dallas was residing after the separation. But what there is suggests that he tended to stay in a 

series of temporary lodgings in cheaper districts of, mainly, central London. The divorce files show him both in 

Pimlico (June 1873) and off Buckingham Palace Road (February 1874), while there are odd letters from 

Howick Place, off Victoria Street (February 1873) and a hotel on the Tottenham Court Road (January 1878).  

The Court Directory for 1870 has him at 113 Victoria Street, and Westminster records for both 1873 and 1875 

show him again at 3 Howick Place. The only other residence we can be certain of was his last, at 88, Newman 

Street, just a step away from Soho Square across Oxford Street. It remains unclear how much contact Dallas 

had after the Times libel trial of spring 1874 with Stefan Polès, who had assisted his work as correspondent in 

Paris at the end of the Franco-Prussian War, although we should note that the Polish émigré was among the 

aliens who made their home in the Soho area. Polès lived for several years to the west of Soho Square at 20, 

Great Marlborough Street, publishing his pamphlets from there, with his brief and troubled life brought to a 
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close in autumn 1875 by emphysema at the Middlesex Hospital on the other side of Oxford Street; there, 

according to Edmund Yates, he died �µ�I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�H�V�V���D�Q�G���U�D�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���D�Q���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���W�R�Q�J�X�H�¶.4 In contrast, as we shall see 

in the following chapter, Dallas seems not to have been alone when he expired at his Newman Street lodgings, 

following a liver haemorrhage in late January 1879. 

We have already seen (in Chapter 6) that Dallas had borrowed a large sum of money at interest from 

Blackwoods as early as 1859 and the debt was still outstanding in 1873. Private diaries and public press 

reports from around this time suggest that the journalist�¶s inability to live within his means was becoming 

something of a habit. Shirley Brooks�¶s diary entries at the beginning of 1869 suggest that, not for the first time, 

Dallas was arrested for debt at the end of the previous year:  on 2 January he records that the journalist had 

failed to appear at his annual Eve party, but was freed that night; on the following day, he elaborates: �µMrs. Frith 

knew about Dallas, & that this time Arthur Lewis is the creditor.  I suppose Cleopatra, who is intimate with 

�/�H�Z�L�V�¶�V���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�����K�D�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V�² �K�H�U���K�D�W�H���L�V���Y�H�Q�J�H�I�X�O���¶5 (The reference is apparently to the 

wealthy silk mercer Arthur James Lewis (1824-1901), who in 1867 had married the actress Kate Terry, and 

whose firm Lewis and Allenby owned an emporium and warehouse on Conduit Street and Regent Street.) 

Newspaper notices on 8 December 1870 and 20 April 1871 show that E.S. Dallas received a debtor�¶s 

summons to appear on both afternoons before Mr Registrar Murray at the London Bankruptcy Court, 

Basinghall Street, though no further details are available.6 A further rather sad sign of Dallas�¶s inability to make 

ends meet was the sale of the bound manuscript of Dickens�¶s Our Mutual Friend, which had been presented to 

him by the author in early 1866 in gratitude for the favourable review of the novel in The Times. By the summer 

of 1874, and presumably after Dickens�¶s death, this had found its way via John Campden Hotten into the 

collection of George W. Childs, proprietor of the Philadelphia Ledger, for around $1400.7  

As early as June 1860, in an article entitled �µ�7�K�H���3�R�R�U���0�D�Q�
�V���.�L�W�F�K�H�Q�¶ published in the first volume of 

the Cornhill Magazine under Thackeray�¶s editorship, Dallas had taken a sociological stance on the question of 

the relationship between poverty and diet.  Given the character of both topic and approach, it is possible that 

the contribution was based on material originally intended to provide a leading article in The Times. There 

Dallas began by considering the reactionary view that civil prisoners were being treated too humanely; that �µif 

any one desires to fare luxuriously every day, without expense to himself, he has only to turn thief, and be 

sentenced to two years�¶ confinement�¶.8 To undermine this perception, he paid detailed attention to the �µdietary 

table of the House of Correction at Cold Bath Fields�¶, among other prison houses. The conclusion was that 

wholemeal loaves, oatmeal gruel, and cocoa with molasses, say, provided an adequate diet at a minimal coast; 

that the problem was not that British prisoners fared too well but that the working poor had to pay far more for 

much less substantial fare, and that alcohol represented the cheapest source of calories. His final paragraph 

thus contrasted the situation among the French proletariat, who are �µa sober people �« because they are good 

cooks. Where you have bad cookery and good liquor, depend upon it the liquor will carry the day�¶.9  
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While the main focus of Dallas�¶s newspaper correspondence from Paris lay elsewhere, in the course of 

both stints there were inevitably letters that touched on gastronomy, whether domestic or international. During 

the Universal Exhibition the journalist noted that in the grounds there was �µa competition of eating-houses of all 

nations �« so that a visitor may be able to judge�¶ between a French, English, German, Russian, Italian, Turkish, 

or Chinese dinner, although some of the restaurants were still not open for business by late June.10 Moreover, 

he had to report complaints from French culinary authorities that throughout the Exposition it was impossible to 

find �µune cuisine sérieuse�¶ (serious cooking), a major affront to national pride.11 And, as we saw in Chapter 8, 

while Paris was under siege and running short of provisions there were occasional jocular reports of the 

English journalists at fashionable restaurants tucking heartily into servings of rat in gravy with a side of toast. At 

the same time, elsewhere Dallas had to admit that he was in a much better position than the average Parisian, 

since he knew of �µ�D���J�R�R�G���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���K�R�X�V�H�����Z�K�H�U�H���,���F�D�Q���D�O�Z�D�\�V���G�L�Q�H���Z�H�O�O���D�W���D���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H���S�U�L�F�H�����D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H�����L�I���\�R�X��

are suspicious of horse, or mule, or ass, you can see on the table before you the roast leg of mutton, or a 

�V�D�G�G�O�H�����R�U���X�Q�G�H�Q�L�D�E�O�H���E�H�H�I�����R�U���L�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�W���F�R�P�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�W�����D���V�K�H�H�S�¶�V���K�H�D�G���D�V���W�K�H�\���G�R���L�W���L�Q���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�����V�L�Q�J�H�G����

�D�Q�G���D�O�O���F�R�R�N�H�G���E�\���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���F�R�R�N���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�H�G���E�\���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���S�D�U�O�R�X�U�P�D�L�G�¶.12 There, unusually, in a passage 

later echoed in his 1877 �µManual of Cookery�¶,13 he went on to praise English over French cuisine, suggesting 

that �µ�W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���F�R�R�N���E�\���W�K�H���Z�D�\���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�����I�R�U���«���)�U�H�Q�F�K���F�R�R�N�V���D�U�H���V�R���L�Q�F�D�S�D�E�O�H���R�I���U�R�D�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���%�U�L�O�O�D�W-

Savarin laid down the maxim, judging entirely by the cooks of his own country, that you can be educated a 

�F�R�R�N�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���P�X�V�W���E�H���E�R�U�Q���D���U�R�D�V�W�H�U�¶. At Christmastide during the War, Dallas noted that with the 

�µanxieties of the siege, the want of amusement, and the badness of the food�¶ even a number of the normally 

sober Parisians sought �µsupport in strong drink�¶�² punch made from rum at only �µtwo francs a bottle�¶ was 

popular among the National Guards especially.14  At the end of the War, there was a detailed account of the 

�µrevictualling of Paris�¶, including large quantities of Cheshire cheese of poor quality charitably donated by the 

British, for which the journalist felt obliged to apologize to his dinner companions.15 Under the Commune, 

Dallas reported himself dining on soup, beef and asparagus with a senior member of the National Guard at 

only two shillings a head including wine, where the officer was insistent that the waiter address him as �µCitoyen�¶ 

rather than �µMonsieur�¶.16 

The discovery that he made between these two stays in Paris was that it was not necessary to cross 

the Channel to study the Poor Frenchman�¶s Kitchen, but simply to enter the maze of streets just south of Soho 

Square in the Parish of St. Anne�¶s, Westminster. This Edward Walford was soon to depict in Old and New 

London, as �µ�D���V�T�X�D�U�H �«���R�I���V�P�D�O�O���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Q�Y�L�W�L�Q�J���D�V�S�H�F�W �« �W�K�D�W���D���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���D�J�R�����Z�K�H�Q���«���P�D�V�T�X�H�G��

balls were in vogue �« �Z�D�V���F�U�R�Z�G�H�G���Q�L�J�K�W���D�I�W�H�U���Q�L�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�V���R�I���³�W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�´���« [but] is now chiefly 

�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���E�\���P�X�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U�V�¶.17 Dallas, in contrast, focussing on the premises built on its 

northwest corner at the beginning of Victoria�¶s reign to manufacture and sell condiments and preserves, 

described it as a �µSquare of decayed greatness, where Messrs. Crosse and Blackwell make jellies by the ton 
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and receive lobsters from Labrador, on their way to India�¶; this was in �µSoho Economies�¶, written only six 

months after he had returned from his first stint as Paris correspondent.18 There the new editor of Once a Week 

chose to make a stark contrast between a typical �µpoor English neighbourhood�¶ and Soho as �µthe metropolitan 

centre of our French population�¶, with all the telling details concerning the foodstuffs on display at stalls and 

shops and the delicious smells emanating from cafés and restaurants. Two among a rich harvest of examples: 

first, at the French patisserie he spots the �µsavarins, and petits fours, and the old familiar paper parcels of 

biscuits de Rheims, gathered in a shop, that in a British neighbourhood of poverty, would be redolent of fatty-

cake�¶;19 then he mocks the �µBritish coffee-house keeper [who] has passed the sparkling windows of �« [the 

Caffè Lombardo], every day for years, and has caught the savoury odours stealing from its kitchen; and has 

only gone back again to boil the egg hard or soft. He has never cared to reach the dignity of an omelette. The 

dandelion, and the mallow, and the salsify, and the haricots, and the lentils are, he will sneer, stuff for 

Mounseer, but not for John Bull.�¶20 Noting finally that �µthe Soho foreigners are all temperate�¶, in his conclusion 

Dallas duplicated that of �µThe Poor Man�¶s Kitchen�¶: �µThe economies of Soho show this general result, that 

ingenious foreigners of the poorest class can contrive to live and to show no rags, and enjoy luxuries, with 

means which leave the Englishman and Irishman unsatisfied and unkempt.�¶21  

The Once a Week article, however, does not mention the little restaurant operated from 1867 by a 

Parisian couple in Church Street (now Romilly Street), at the southern end of St. Anne�¶s Parish, which seems 

to have fed Dallas and his friends frequently from the end of the 1860s, eventually lending its name to Kettner�¶s 

Book of the Table. Although the name itself was not mentioned there, in summer 1869 this was to be the 

subject of a lengthy letter to the editor of The Times, signed �µ�$���%�H�D�V�W���D�W Feeding-�7�L�P�H�¶ and headed simply 

�µDinner�¶.22 This was addressed in particular to those gentlemen of the metropolis whose West End clubs were 

closed during the summer season, so that even the plain but expensive dinners usually provided there were 

not available. Instead, the writer recommended �µ�D�O�O���F�O�X�E���P�H�Q���Z�K�R���D�U�H���L�Q���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�K�R���I�L�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V��

�X�Q�F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���D�W���W�K�H�L�U���X�V�X�D�O���K�D�X�Q�W�V�����W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���R�I���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���6�R�K�R���«���W�R���V�W�X�G�\���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�H�U���D�Q�G���V�H�H��

�K�R�Z���K�H���G�L�Q�H�V�¶. In general, it was noted, �µ�K�R�Z���Z�H�O�O���K�H���G�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���F�K�H�D�S�O�\�����Z�K�D�W���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���G�L�V�K�H�V���K�H���K�D�V���W�R��

choose from, how nicely they are prepared, and how little time is lost in servin�J���W�K�H�P�¶. In particular, timid 

readers were advised to pay a visit to �µ�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�V���W�R���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K-street. It is not a lovely 

�S�O�D�F�H���W�R���O�R�R�N���D�W���«���,�W���L�V���N�H�S�W���E�\���D���)�U�H�Q�F�K�P�D�Q�����Z�K�R���L�V���K�L�V���R�Z�Q���F�R�R�N�����P�D�G�D�P�H�����K�L�V���Z�L�I�H�����G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�R�Q�R�X�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��

counter, and seeing that all goes straight in the dining-room. It is a homely little room, but everything in it is 

bright and clean�² �W�D�E�O�H�F�O�R�W�K���D�Q�G���Q�D�S�N�L�Q�V���Q�R�W���Y�H�U�\���I�L�Q�H�����E�X�W���Z�K�L�W�H���D�V���V�Q�R�Z���¶ There follows a detailed description 

of the dishes on offer at remarkably low prices on the menu du jour, from soupe bonne femme through to 

soufflet, available at only five minutes notice even as late as midnight.  The letter obviously functioned 

effectively as an unpaid advertisement for the establishment run by Auguste Kettner and his wife, and probably 

served often as a free meal ticket for its increasingly impoverished author.23     
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Fig. 10.1 The Soho District in 1870 (before the start of the construction of Shaftesbury Avenue around 1877) 

Detail from 1870 Ordnance Survey Map, No. XXXIV (1875), National Library of Scotland (CC-BY) 

*       *      *      *      * 

The idea of publishing The Book of the Table seems to date from around 1875, when Dallas began to write 

articles on food and drink for Edmund Yates�¶s new society weekly The World, several of which were later 

included in the volume.24 Incorporating the restauranteur�¶s name in the title, this nowhere bears Dallas�¶s name. 

However, his responsibility is confirmed in a letter located by Roellinger and addressed from the Horse Shoe 

Hotel on Tottenham Court Road in early 1878; there the journalist states clearly that the book �µ�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q��
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by me. Kettner's name is upon it because he has undertaken the responsibility of the practical receipts�² a point 

�R�I���V�R�P�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���D�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�D�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���¶25 With the subtitle �µ�$���0�D�Q�X�D�O���R�I���&�R�R�N�H�U�\���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O����

�7�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O�����+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�¶ and an epigraph from Paradise Regained (�µThese are not fruits forbidden �«�¶), in entries 

�D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�G���D�O�S�K�D�E�H�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���I�U�R�P���µ�$�E�V�L�Q�W�K�H�¶���W�R���µ�=ootje�¶����the published volume combined the chef�¶s recipes with a 

wealth of social and cultural commentary by the critic.  Dallas�¶s Introduction was mainly concerned to explain 

what was wrong with previous manuals: �µmost of them are chaotic and overlaid with rubbish,�² the wildest 

confusion of receipts, distinctions without differences, and endless repetitions,�² the result of stupidity, of vanity, 

and �R�I���V�O�D�Y�L�V�K���G�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�¶.26 The brief final entry gives a suggestion of the often florid style and 

occasionally facetious tone: 

ZOOTJE�² a Dutch word as near as possible in root and in meaning to the English Seethed. All honour to the inhabitants of 

sea and river that can afford to make our acquaintance not dressed in the royal robes of curious sauces, but in the naked 

simplicity of the bath in which they have swum over the fire! Their advent at our tables in a vehicle of water is so creditable to 

them, and so unusual, that it is always signalised in the name of Waterzootje.27 

A few weeks before the volume itself appeared, Dallas had written to Lady Wood: �µEvery line of U. V. W. Y. Z. is 

written. I shall not add a line, but I confess to adding here and there in the body of the book a word or two 

which I left out. Still, there are lots of words which I keep back�² Italy, Ice, Cordon bleu, Sago, Juniper; Anna 

pointed out Sherbert. I�¶ll be ready with the book on the 1st October.�¶28 

The general cultural line taken in the book, and not only in deference to the Parisian chef, was to laud 

French cuisine while gently mocking English efforts. Already in The Gay Science Dallas had poked fun at a 

�µ�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���W�K�U�H�H���G�R�]�H�Q���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���R�Q�H���V�D�X�F�H�¶,29 and returned to the jest early in his Introduction of 

Kettner�¶s Book of the Table where he noted that the English deserved to be �µ�V�D�W�L�U�L�V�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���R�Q�H���V�D�X�F�H�² the 

so-�F�D�O�O�H�G���P�H�O�W�H�G���E�X�W�W�H�U�¶.30 A further simple example, already noted briefly in the previous chapter, is found on 

�W�K�H���H�Q�W�U�\���R�Q���µ�-�D�P�¶���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���D�U�H���D�F�F�X�V�H�G���R�I���µ�V�P�D�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�U�X�L�W���D�Q�G���M�D�P�P�L�Q�J���L�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q�W�R a solid 

�F�K�H�H�V�H�¶ unlike French or Scottish conserves �µ�Z�K�H�U�H �W�K�H���I�U�X�L�W���L�V���N�H�S�W���Z�K�R�O�H�¶.31 It is indeed fascinating to focus on 

how Scottish fare, in particular, is treated in the volume. As already noted, in his early days in London Dallas 

had often expressed nostalgia for dishes from his homeland: in the letter to John Blackwood, he had 

complained privately of the latter�¶s unkindness in speaking �µs�R���U�D�S�W�X�U�R�X�V�O�\���R�I���«���U�L�]�]�D�U�H�G��haddies to a poor devil 

�F�R�Q�I�L�Q�H�G���W�R���«���X�Q�H�D�W�D�E�O�H���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���N�L�S�S�H�U�¶; and in public via �µThe Poor Man�¶s Kitchen�¶ he had waxed lyrical about 

the simple pleasures of oatmeal porridge, sowens and bannocks, deriding the ignorance of Liberal M.P. John 

Bright who described porridge �µas a horrible mess, and seemed to think it one of the grievances of the lower 

classes in Scotland that they are condemned to feed upon it�¶.32  

It is perhaps not too difficult to explain the absence from Dallas�¶s Book of the Table of specific entries 

for simple preparations such as Porridge, Sowens and Bannocks, but the absence of a general insertion for 

Oats or Oatmeal is unjustifiable, especially if we remember the studied cultural insult of Samuel Johnson�¶s 
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definition.33 The most enthusiastic reference to the ingredient is when the addition of �µ�I�L�Q�H�O�\���J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�D�W�P�H�D�O 

toasted slowly before the fire, till it is of a light-brown �F�R�O�R�X�U���D�Q�G���S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\���Q�X�W�W�\���D�Q�G���G�U�\�¶ is recommended in the 

receipt included in the two-page entry on �µHaggis�¶.34 This begins by admitting that the �µ�6�F�R�W�F�K���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�H�Y�H�U��

forgive us if their �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�V�K���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���O�H�I�W���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�V�W���R�I���J�R�R�G���W�K�L�Q�J�V�¶, and duly recalls �%�X�U�Q�V�¶s address to  

�W�K�H���µ�*�U�H�D�W���&�K�L�H�I�W�D�L�Q �R�I���W�K�H���3�X�G�G�L�Q�J���U�D�F�H�¶. 35 However, the most patriotic is undoubtedly the immediately 

preceding entry for �µHaddock�¶. There Dallas proclaims: �µ�W�K�H���6�F�R�W�F�K���D�U�H���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���P�D�V�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H haddock. It 

is their fish par excellence. There is nothing �« that can approach the Rizzared haddock and the Finnan 

�K�D�G�G�R�F�N���R�I���W�K�H���6�F�R�W�F�K�¶, and these are both given their own subsection.36  

 

    

Fig. 10.2~10.3 Kettner�¶s Book of the Table (Dulau, 1877): Title Page and Entry for �µHaddock�¶ (p. 230) 

 

What is strange in the entries for both Haddock and Haggis is the use throughout of the third-person 

plural to create a distance between the author and the people of North Britain from whom he hailed. When 

Dallas adopted such a rhetorical device in his early articles on Scottish subjects in The Times, it was easy to 

explain this as the consequence of the newspaper�¶s strict policy of journalistic impersonality. Here, however the 
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personality of the author declares itself loudly in the style and tone of each entry; as Derek Hudson memorably 

puts it, �µ[c]losing this enjoyable book, we are aware that we have parted from a companion of unusual 

versatility of mind, a psychologist, a philosopher, an epicurean in the Athenian sense.�¶37 

 

*       *      *      *      * 

It remains unknown how much Dallas earned from the Book of the Table, and we can only guess to what extent 

the use on the title-page of the name of the Scottish journalist rather than the French chef would have affected 

the sales.  What we do know is that there was to be no reprint until 1912, when a reset second edition 

appeared from Kettners Ltd of Church Street in which the journalist�¶s responsibility was effectively erased. This 

opened with eight pages of menus and advertisements for the restaurant, proclaimed the book�¶s author loudly 

as �µM. Auguste Kettner, the noted chef�¶, who had passed away in the year the volume was initially published, 

although it briefly acknowledged the assistance of �µ�K�L�V���J�R�R�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V�����0�U�����*�H�R�����$�X�J�X�V�W�X�V���6�D�O�D���D�Q�G���0�U����

J. J. Dallas [sic.]�¶.38 Unfortunately, as we shall see in greater detail in the following chapter, even more 

precipitate than Dallas�¶s socio-economic descent throughout the 1870s was the decline in his physical and 

indeed mental health. 
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Chapter 10: Soho Economies: Notes 
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Chapter 11: Last Things 
 

After his departure from the French capital in the autumn of 1871, Dallas�¶s general health seems to have gone 

steadily downhill until his demise at the age of only fifty-one early in 1879. While few medical details seem to 

have survived apart from those recorded on the death certificate, which specified that he suffered a hepatic 

haemorrhage just a couple of days before the end on the evening of Friday, January 17th, there are a number 

of personal letters charting the general stages of decline. A few weeks after the return journey from Paris to 

London, he described his condition in some detail to Emma Wood: �µI have turned the comer and am getting 

better�² though still far from well, lazy, drowsy, good for nothing. The pain is nearly gone and that is a prodigious 

relief. The doctor says that I have let my system run down too much, that the particular symptoms from which I 

suffer are nothing, that they might have been different under slightly different circumstances and that my 

complaint is debility.�¶1 The hint of optimism here seems to have been misplaced, however, for rather over a year 

later, in apologizing once more to John Blackwood for failing to settle his long-standing debt to the Edinburgh 

publishing firm, he explained: �µ�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���I�L�I�W�H�H�Q���P�R�Q�W�K�V���,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Y�H�U�\���L�O�O���D�Q�G���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���J�R���D�E�R�X�W���P�\��

�U�H�J�X�O�D�U���Z�R�U�N���¶2 By 1876 he seems to have begun to administer opium to himself as a sedative, for at some point 

in that year he wrote to Lady Wood: �µ�,���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���G�R�Ftor today�² Squire. He only charged a guinea but said 

he would like to see me again ... The opium he did not object to for a little time�² but it was a drug which if taken 

at all requires to be taken in ever increasing quantities till at last the cure came to be worse than the disease. I 

must therefore distinctly understand that though it might be beneficial for a year or two, it was deadly afterwards. 

I am to see him again next week �������¶. 3 The reference is probably to the distinguished epidemiologist William 

Squire (1825-99), during the 1870s a practitioner at �W�K�H���6�W�����*�H�R�U�J�H�¶�V���'�L�V�S�H�Q�V�D�U�\�����+�D�Q�R�Y�H�U���6�T�X�D�U�H.4 Presumably 

Squire�¶s dire warnings went unheeded, since, based on the large volume of correspondence she edited, as well 

as interactions within the Wood family, Minna Bradhurst reported of Dallas: �µ�7�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�K�H���H�Q�G���K�H���E�H�F�D�P�H��

irritable and bad-tempered, and his visits were no longer a pleasure; this was probably caused by his habit of 

taking opium, and the fatal drug eventually had such a hold upon him that his mind became unbalanced and his 

letters amounted to the incoherent raving�V���R�I���D���P�D�G�P�D�Q���¶5  

No document transcribed by either Bradhurst or Roellinger comes close to fitting this description, 

although a dark shadow does seem to fall across much of the later correspondence.6  On more than one 

occasion, we see Lady Wood complaining of the journalist�¶s irritability: as early as 1872, when she had 

proposed putting up a reward for the recovery of Isabella Glyn�¶s lost dog Chowler, she added, �µI daresay you will 

be affronted at my proposition�² everything seems to affront you now. Artists �« go about the world without their 

skins �«�¶.7 In summer 1877, before entering on his calculation of precisely how many letters the two had 

exchanged over the last eleven years, Dallas refers to what seems to have been quite an abrasive exchange: 

�µWhy do you say anything so sharp to me as that it is nice of me to be agitated at knowing what has happened 
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to you.�¶8 In what appears to be a postscript to the letter written only a few weeks later regarding his final entries 

for Kettner�¶s Book of the Table, Dallas repeats the sombre sentiments of a late eighteenth-century sermon that 

Wood had had her heroine Mara read towards the end of her debut novel Rosewarn: �µWho is there, that could 

meet a victim on its way to the altar, and feel the knife of sacrifice in readiness, and indulge a desire to give the 

devoted animal a moment's pain, as it pursues its path to slaughter? and can any one consider man in the light 

of a passenger to the grave, and endure the idea of throwing so much as a single thorn in his way�"�¶9 Further, in 

a letter to Anna Steele, which, judging by its reference to the hope springing from Lady Wood�¶s recovery from a 

serious illness, must date from 1878, Dallas broods on his own barely concealed feelings of hopelessness: �µ�%�X�W��

oh, �Z�K�\���G�R���,���V�S�H�D�N�"���«���(�Y�H�U�\���W�U�R�X�E�O�H���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���,���F�D�Q���E�O�D�Pe myself has arisen out of despair and the want of 

self-co�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�����,���F�R�X�O�G���W�H�O�O���\�R�X���V�X�F�K���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�V���\�R�X���Z�K�R���K�H�D�U���P�H talk sanguine, and who think me sanguine, 

could scarcely credit; they show such unmanly despair and loss of power through despair. Yet no one can have 

had more proof than I of the absurdity of despair. Good-�E�\�H���¶10 It is, of course, difficult to read this without 

Dallas�¶s own sad and troubled end in mind.  

*       *      *      *      * 

Anna Steele seems to have been one of the last people to see the journalist alive�² along with those old friends 

from the London press, George Sala and Edmund Yates. In the final January issue of 1879 Sala devoted three 

of the eleven paragraphs of his regular �µEchoes of the Week�¶ feature in the Illustrated London News to a warm 

tribute to his deceased colleague. After recalling the Scotsman�¶s triumphant arrival on the London scene, and 

celebrating his various achievements since as scholar and journalist, Sala closed on a personal note:  

He was very kind to me in the days of his power and prosperity; nor did we cease to foregather when the dark days came, 

and the shadow of a cypress �«���Z�D�V���G�U�D�Z�Q across his life-path. The poor dear gentleman dined with us on Sunday, the twelfth 

inst. Physically he looked the shadow of his former self; but he was as gentle in his ways and charming in his conversation as 

ever. We could not help noticing that in the course of the evening he spoke frequently�² without affectation, but earnestly�² of 

divers serious things which all of us think about, but to which we are sometimes too shamefaced to give open utterance. 

Bidding us farewell, he made us promise to dine with him shortly at [Kettner�¶s] �«���2�Q���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���7�X�H�V�G�D�\���K�H���V�H�Q�W���P�H���D 

�S�U�L�Q�W�H�G���S�D�J�H���R�I���D�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���R�Q���³�0�D�G�D�P�H���G�H���6�p�Y�L�J�Q�p���D�Q�G���K�H�U C�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�L�H�V���´���D�Q�G���R�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\���K�H���Z�D�V���G�H�D�G��11  

It seems likely that Yates was also part of the group dining together on the Sunday before Dallas�¶s death and 

would have joined the gathering at the Soho restaurant had it taken place. In his weekly column �µWhat the 

World Says�¶ he similarly devoted much of his space to obituary remarks, among which he mourned the loss of 

�µ�D�Q���D�E�O�H���F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H���D�Q�G���D�Q���R�O�G���I�U�L�Hnd. Desperate ill-health had prematurely whitened his hair and scored and 

lined his handsome face; but it had not soured his sweet disposition or abated one jot the vigour of his 

�L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W���¶12 Like Sala, he dwelt on The Gay Science and �.�H�W�W�Q�H�U�¶�V���%�R�R�N���R�I���W�K�H���7�D�E�O�H as Dallas�¶s outstanding 

scholarly achievements, but also mentioned that �µ�W�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���K�L�V���I�D�L�O�L�Q�J���O�L�I�H�¶ had been dedicated to a 

new project on seventeenth-century French literary culture, indicating that Yates was already familiar with the 

article on that subject which was to appear in the Nineteenth Century fully two years afterwards.13   
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Yet Steele was perhaps the only one of the three who was present at 88, Newman Street when Dallas 

died. Bradhurst states that �µ�0�U�V�����6�W�H�H�O�H���Z�H�Q�W���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���V�D�\���J�R�R�G-bye to him on his deathbed but never mentioned 

in the family what took place at that last interview �«�¶;14 she does, however, record that fully fifteen years later 

William Rossetti had received from Steele �µa very touching account of Dallas�¶s last days�¶, although that 

document has apparently not survived.15  At the end of the chapter devoted to Dallas�¶s correspondence with the 

Woods, mother and daughter, Bradhurst also reveals that Steele had written an obituary notice for the Pall Mall 

Gazette, but that the editor had overlooked it and substituted his own Social Darwinian analysis of the failure of 

the journalist�¶s career.16 In his rather more feeling apology to her, referring to Dallas as �µour poor adrift friend: 

anchored at last�¶, Frederick Greenwood had humbly asked for forgiveness for �µputting aside your own cry over 

his dear body�¶.17 

*       *      *      *      * 

Stimulated by his work on the edition of Shenstone�¶s Essays on Men and Manners, where he noted with regret 

that, in marked contrast to France, �µin England we neglect the aphoristic style�¶,18 Dallas�¶s last critical project 

builds on the foundations laid in his study in The Gay Science of the cultural milieu enjoyed by the French 

aristocracy in the seventeenth century, although there the main focus is on the role of the society hostess 

Catherine de Vivonne, Marquise de Rambouillet (1588-1665) rather than the moral philosopher François, Duc 

de La Rochefoucauld (1613-80).19 As noted here briefly in Chapter 8, in his conclusion Dallas characterised the 

essay eventually published in the Nineteenth Century as �µbut a clearing of the ground, a statement of 

preliminaries and a demand for a new study of La Rochefoucauld�¶.20  The article begins with a discussion of 

Sainte-Beuve�¶s influential views on the mentality of French literature over the two centuries before the 

Revolution of 1789, and ends with an analysis of the relation between the style and substance of the Maxims of 

La Rochefoucauld illustrated by a series of examples.  Nevertheless, its core is an exercise in what today in 

France would be called �µl�¶histoire du livre�¶�² indeed Dallas himself describes it as �µ�W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���K�L�V���E�R�R�N�¶,21 that 

is, Réflexions ou Sentences et Maximes Morales. This had appeared in five different versions over the last 

fifteen years of the author�¶s lifetime, with material on self-love (l�¶amour propre) as a primary motivation of 

human behaviour prominent in the first but gradually suppressed in the remainder.22 However, in an analysis 

which gives rise to his most considered thoughts on the responsibility of the critical editor, Dallas traces the 

pattern of succeeding editions over the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, both in France and in translation 

across the English Channel, including their relationship to the largely overlooked manuscript held at the 

Château of Rochegayon. In conclusion, he suggests that this process has created a damaging misconfiguration 

of La Rochefoucauld�¶s moral philosophy, making it appear obsessed with �µthe depravity of the human race�¶.23  

While recognizing that �/�D���5�R�F�K�H�I�R�X�F�D�X�O�G�¶s thought shares the Jansenist preoccupations of the age in which he 

lived, Dallas argues that, in ideological terms, this particular �µ�K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���K�L�V���E�R�R�N�¶ has tended to turn La 

Rochefoucauld into a moral pessimist inimical and inaccessible to a nineteenth-century readership committed to 
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intellectual and social progress, thus creating the �µdemand for a new study�¶. Again, in the context of this chapter, 

it is difficult to read this final piece of writing without hearing echoes of the author�¶s personal ruminations on �µthe 

�D�E�V�X�U�G�L�W�\���R�I���G�H�V�S�D�L�U�¶ in his late correspondence with Anna Steele. 

*       *      *      *      * 

The deceased journalist�¶s funeral service took place a week after his death, from two o�¶clock in the afternoon of 

Friday, 24 January, within the expansive grounds of Kensal Green Cemetery, opened in 1833 on the Harrow 

Road in northwest London, the final resting place of many Victorian celebrities. These of course included 

Thackeray and Leech whose burial services Dallas himself had attended. The formalities in January 1879 were 

conducted by the Rev. Charles Stuart, who was chaplain not only of the Cemetery but also of the nearby 

Paddington Workhouse. As though to support Dallas�¶s critique of Ruskin�¶s definition of the �µpathetic fallacy�¶,24 

the weather was extremely cold, wet, and windy so that �µthe principal portion of the service took place inside the 

chapel, so as to shorten the grave-side ceremony to the narrowest allowable limit�¶.25 It seems likely that it was 

Dallas�¶s younger brother William who organized and paid for the event, including the wreath-covered coffin �µof 

polished elm with brass mounts �« [with] the inscription �³Eneas Sweetland Dallas, Esq., died January 17, 1879, 

aged 51 years�.́�¶ According to another report in a Glasgow paper, �µThe procession consisted of an open 

hearse�² upon which the coffin, covered with a violet velvet pall, rested�² and four broughams with pairs.�¶26 A few 

days before the service, Frederick Greenwood had written in his obituary that should �µall who knew and admired 

him when he started on his career witness his burial, there will be a large concourse at his grave�¶.27 But in the 

event, and clearly not only because of the bleak conditions, the gathering of mourners was rather sparse: the 

Daily News named less than twenty people. The only family members recognized in its report were brother 

William, with his two sons then aged merely seven and four, although among the unidentified Scottish names 

listed were Mr. Hugh Mackintosh and Mr. Fraser, the family names at birth respectively of Dallas�¶s mother and 

sister-in-law.28  

Perhaps to the surprise of some, the divorced wife Isabella Glyn was present despite the heavy rain. 

Glyn�¶s presence clearly precluded the attendance of Mrs Steele, whose mother was by then in very poor health, 

although the Wood family was still represented by the latter�¶s son-in-law and his heir, Sir T.B. Lennard, Bart., 

and Mr. Thos. Lennard, of Belhus House, Essex.  There seem to have been only three representatives of the 

press, Mr. Edmund Yates, Mr. George A. Sala (along with his wife), and Mr J.R. Robinson, Office Manager of 

the Daily News from before the Franco-Prussian War, who may have penned the report. Regrettably, there was 

no-one there to represent The Times or Blackwood�¶s Edinburgh Magazine�² J.T. Delane and John Blackwood 

both passed away later the same year. Her husband the chef having recently died, the Soho restaurant was 

represented by Mrs. Kettner who �µfollowed in her �F�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�¶, according to the Glasgow paper. Before the list 

came to its end with �µ&c.�¶, there appeared three further unrecognized names: Mr. Lingner, Mr Edwin Levy, and 

Mr. E. Jennings; it is tempting to speculate whether the second might have been the private detective 
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representing the French authorities who had given evidence against Stefan Poles during the 1874 Times libel 

case. The News did offer �µThe Late Mr. E.S. Dallas�¶ the courtesy of introducing him warmly as �µthis kindly-

natured man and accomplished journalist�¶, but the rest was silence. 

    

Fig. 11.1~11.2 Graves of William Dallas and Isabella Glyn at Kensal Green Cemetery 
(contemporary photographs by the author at Kensal Green Cemetery, Lots #21039 and #31609) 

The inconspicuous grave is designated lot 26778 (in section 55 off the South Branch Avenue of the 

main cemetery), close to where William Dallas�¶s father-in-law Hugh Fraser had been buried in 1868 at lot 

21039; there indeed William himself was to be interred in the summer of 1882, followed by his wife and eldest 

son, with the gravestone now cloaked in ivy but still legible. A decade later Eneas Dallas�¶s former partner 

Isabella Glyn was also buried close by in lot 31609, beneath a far more imposing tomb; her epitaph in marble 

includes a moving parenthesis that, given the divorce, was strictly inappropriate: �µHere rests | All that was mortal 

| Of the Celebrated Tragedian | Isabella Glyn | (Widow of E.S. Dallas) | Born 22 May 1823. Died 18 May 

1889.�¶)29 Although Eneas�¶s sister Ann is recorded as being interred in 1910 beneath the same headstone as her 

brother, this now seems to be collapsed and the specific grave unidentifiable. In fact, as Fig. 11.3 suggests, the 

area between and around the plots of William Dallas and Isabella Glyn is overgrown and many of the 
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gravestones are broken, fallen and with no decipherable inscription. Nevertheless there can be little doubt that 

the children of John and Eliza Dallas, each born in the West Indies and raised in Easter Ross, are all three 

buried close to each other within the broad acres of All Souls Cemetery, Kensal Green. 

 

 

Fig. 11.3 Overgrown Area (between those of his brother and ex-wife) containing the Grave of E.S. Dallas 
(contemporary photograph by the author at Kensal Green Cemetery, including Lot #26778) 

Apart from the affectionate personal tributes by Sala and Yates, and the Darwinian analyses in the 

Athenaeum and Pall Mall Gazette noted in Chapter 1, there were few other obituaries to provide any detail. In a 

brief editorial (perhaps written by Robinson), the Daily News took a similar line to the Pall Mall Gazette on the 

failure of Dallas�¶s career, though without attributing it to his origins in the Caribbean, noting that he �µedited and 

wrote for magazines, became Foreign Correspondent, projected various things, and attempted some, but made 

no distinct success in anything.�¶30 In its brief paragraph on the death of a former employee, The Times gave 

many examples to illustrate that �µuntil a comparatively recent period his name was well known in connexion with 

literature�¶ but avoided mentioning his fifteen years of service under Delane.31  The formal obituary 

accompanying the handsome photographic portrait in the weekly Illustrated London News emphasized the 

costs of the writer�¶s commitment to �µ�W�K�R�V�H���O�D�E�R�X�U�V of anonymous journalism, which can seldom obtain for any 
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scholar or man of letters, in this �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���«���W�K�H���I�X�O�O���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�L�V���L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�X�D�O���P�H�U�L�W�����6�X�F�K���H�V�V�D�\�V and reviews 

as those which Mr. Dallas and �R�W�K�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���«���Z�R�X�O�G���L�Q���3�D�U�L�V���K�D�Y�H���E�R�U�Q�H���W�K�H names of their highly-

gifted and original writers; and their reward would have been an amount of contemporary fame equal to that 

enjoyed by successful French critics and literary commenta�W�R�U�V���¶32 Among the weekly reviews, the Academy 

devoted half a column to a death notice that, without providing a source and clearly unaware of the affiliation of 

Dallas�¶s immediate family with the Free Church, included the remarkably intimate information that, �µHis early 

education and training were conducted with a view to his entering the ministry of the Church of Scotland, but an 

unfortunate personal defect forced him to �H�P�S�O�R�\���K�L�V���W�D�O�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���V�R�P�H���R�W�K�H�U���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���¶33 Among provincial 

newspapers, the London Correspondent of the Belfast News-Letter took an independent line in criticising The 

Times for mentioning the divorce case without clarifying who Dallas�¶s celebrated wife had been and which of the 

two had been found the guilty party.34  Another widely syndicated column of London Correspondence, 

appearing over the initials �µD.G�¶, presumably indicating an unidentified North Briton, informed country readers in 

late January that Dallas had passed away, adding a week later that, back in the Scottish capital in the early 

1850s, he had been not only (correctly) a regular contributor to the Edinburgh Guardian but also (incorrectly) 

the editor of the War Telegraph.35 

*       *      *      *      * 

In the end, E.S. Dallas can perhaps be best understood as a perpetual expatriate. His life and career had 

featured a good many long-distance journeyings, in cultural, social, and ideological as well as spatial terms. 

During his youth in particular, this may have involved more than one displacement from a peripheral, primal 

landscape�² whether the small island in the British Caribbean or the coast of northeastern Scotland�² to which 

he could or would never consciously return. Yet, even in later years he often appears rather lost as he moves 

between and within metropolitan centres�² across an Edinburgh divided into Old and New Towns by the Water 

of Leith, back and forth over the borders of Belgravia and Bohemia in London, or between the boulevards and 

backstreets of Paris. There were also significant private costs both material and psychological arising from his 

stout defence of the principle of journalistic impersonality. If, as Alexis de Toqueville had argued, the readership 

of a periodical represented a public association of those with common interests and opinions, then writing for a 

wide range of press organs meant constantly having to �µDo the Police with Different Voices�¶.  In party political 

terms alone, this involved Dallas�¶s performing variously as an active Radical in the Edinburgh Guardian but a 

high Tory in Blackwood�¶s Magazine, an established Conservative at The Times but an advanced Liberal at the 

Daily News. In short, as well as illustrating the range and profundity of his scholarship, his vigorous and incisive 

�L�Q�W�H�O�O�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���S�R�Z�H�U�����'�D�O�O�D�V�¶�V���P�D�Q�\���D�Q�G���Y�D�U�L�H�G���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R��the periodical press 

over more than a quarter of a century, through their marked ideological inconsistencies, also illuminate the 

psychological complexities and confusions generated by his life of wanderings. Thus Frederick Greenwood�¶s 

Social Darwinian explanation of the journalist�¶s failures as deriving from homeland and heritage seems entirely 
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mistaken: it surely makes much greater sense to figure Dallas as a rolling stone perpetually uncertain in which 

direction his home lay, or, in the metaphor that the editor himself suggested to Anna Steele upon Dallas�¶s death, 

�µour poor adrift friend: anchored at last�¶. 
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Chapter 11: Last Things: Notes 
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�µ�7�K�H���/�R�X�Q�J�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���&�O�X�E�V�¶�����,�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���7�L�P�H�V���������0�D�\�����������������S�����������E�� 
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�µ�7�K�H���5�H�Y�����'�U�����+�D�Q�Q�D���«�¶�����)�L�I�H���+�H�U�D�O�G�����������6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������������S�����>���@�D�� 
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